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and halted at the burden-rest by the tank.
We had often given a few fanams to this
Brahman, who lives there, as we passed to and
fro. Yesterday he sent word to the English
by a talaiyari woman who was there that some
Pondichery people had arrived with provi-
sions. The English people came therefore in
large numbers. We asked the Brfthman who
they were. He replied that they were only
cultivators and that we need not be afraid of
them. But, as soon as they came, they tied
our hands behind our backs. When we asked
the Brahman again, he replied that they were
English people and that he could do nothing.
They then cut off our ears.' l M. Lally ordered
this evening that the Brahman's ears should
be cut off close as well as his nose and that
then he should be hanged. The Br&hman was
accordingly hanged after his ears and nose
had been cut off. All those 60 years since the
town was founded, no Brahman has been slain
here till to-day this one was hanged. In
former times when a Brahman was about to
be hanged, I would explain to the Governor
that it was a great sin to kill a Brahman, so

1 Mutilation as a means of deterring the population from carrying
supplies into a besieged place was familiar in Southern India. The
Mysoreans. when besieging Trichinopoly, had greatly straitened the
garrison for supplies by cutting off the noses of coolies found carrying
in provisions. I do not think that the practice was ever counten-
anced by Coote ; but it is possible that it was employed by sepoys
in the English service without orders.